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A magnificent collection the great plant illustrator, Pierre-Joseph RedoutÃƒÂ© (1759-1840) best

known for his exquisite engravings, reproductions of which are found in millions of homes all over

the world. A descriptive text by botanical scholar William T. Stearn and Martyn Rix accompanies

each illustration, tracing the origin and history of the plant and discussing its horticulture today.

William Stearn's fascinating introduction to the life and work of RedoutÃƒÂ©, as well as

RedoutÃƒÂ©'s own preface to the original edition, creates a context for this enduring pleasure.
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A lovely book, surprisingly well-produced by Prentice Hall in the late 1980's. Oversized hardback,

312 pp on heavy paper. 12 pp of biographical information on Redoute, Bibliography.Significantly,

this is the first time that Redoute's substantial book Choix des plus belles fleurs et des plus beaux

fruits has been re-released, complete, in one volume since the original Paris edition of

1827!Botanical illustrations have always been a two-headed beast. On the one hand, naturalists

and biologists needed detailed and scientifically-accurate images. On the other hand, people of an

aesthetic bent have always desired to have beautiful depictions of plants and flowers in their homes.

Redoute, the great plant-painter of his age, accomplished both. His work is heralded for its keen

observation and depiction of detail. And yet the tones, colors, compositions, and textures of his

images are of incomparable beauty. He is one of those artists who makes it look so easy. There's a

deceptive simplicity in his work which reminds one of the Japanese tradition of painting.Anyway,

here's some dustjacket blurbage on the book..."Here is the lush, evocative color for which Redoute



is known -- a magnificent collection of plants, including not only roses and lilies but also lilacs,

honeysuckle, peonies, camellias, pansies, and dahlias, as well as a selection of equally opulent

fruits.""A descriptive text by botanical scholars William T. Stearn and Martyn Rix accompanies each

illustration, tracing the origin and history of the plant and discussing its horticulture today."

I have begun collecting all the Redoute works and every one is better than the last. You'll love this

one, the paintings are simply magical and you'll find yourself spending hours just admiring each

page.

Love this book for the beautiful pictures. I purchased two of them and removed one picture. I framed

it. It's in my kitchen.

I bought 3 books on Redoute's flower prints. This is the best one. An abundance of excellent good

sized picture.
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